Protecting Sea Turtles And Their Habitats

Corporate Partnership

Sea Turtles - Ancient Reptiles Under Threat
Sea turtles have existed on Earth for over
120 million years and there are currently
seven species left in the world. These
incredible animals grace the waters of all
the world's oceans except the Arctic.
Unfortunately, sea turtles face many threats
to their survival. Some of the biggest threats
to sea turtles include: entanglement in
marine debris, poaching, bycatch, and
destruction of feeding and nesting habitats.

Six out of seven species of sea
turtles are threatened with
extinction according to the IUCN.

Our Mission
The Olive Ridley Project (ORP) is on a
mission to protect sea turtles and their
habitats through rescue and rehabilitation,
education and outreach, and scientific
research.
At the core of our work is a passionate and
dedicated team of scientists, veterinarians,
conservationists, citizen scientists and
volunteers.
We collaborate with NGOs, governments,
research institutions, industries and other
essential stakeholders to achieve our joint
vision of sea turtle conservation.

Our Story
Olive Ridley Project (ORP) was founded by Dr. Martin Stelfox in 2013. During
his time working as a biologist in the Maldives, he recorded a countless number
of sea turtles entangled in ghost nets (abandoned or lost fishing nets). Curious to
understand why this was happening and where the nets were coming from, he
enlisted the help of other biologists and citizen scientists to help answer
these questions.
Martin's dedication and passion for helping these prehistoric reptiles
formed the foundations of ORP, which later expanded its mission to
take a multifaceted and holistic approach to protecting sea turtles
and their habitats.
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Established: 2013
Main Activities: Headquarters & educational outreach

Our Bases

Oman
Established: 2015
Base: Musandan
Main Activities: Sea turtle population research, ghost
gear recovery, research and mitigation, educational
outreach

Pakistan
Established: 2015
Bases: Abdul Rehman Goth, Karachi
Main Activities: Ghost gear recovery and
mitigation, ghost gear repurposing through
circular economy projects, educational outreach

Kenya
Establised: 2018
Base: Diani
Main Activities: Sea turtle population research and
habitat connectivity

Maldives
Established: 2013
Bases: Baa, Laamu, Lhaviyani & North Malé Atolls
Main Activities: Sea turtle rescue and rehabilitation,
sea turtle ecology research, ghost gear recovery,
mitigation and research, educational outreach
Facilities: Martine Turtle Rescue Centre, Baa Atoll and
Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Centre, North Malé Atoll

What We Do
Sea Turtle Rescue & Rehabilitation
We treat injured sea turtles rescued in the
Maldives at our Marine Turtle Rescue
Centre, which has a fully equipped
veterinary clinic and a Resident Vet.
Scientific Research
We pioneer research techniques to analyse
sea turtle populations, distribution, health
and threats in the Indian Ocean. We publish
scientific papers and attend international
conferences to communicate our findings.
Ghost Gear Recovery, Repurposing &
Mitigation
We work at both local and policy levels to
manage and mitigate the threat of ghost
gear to sea turtles and their habitats.

Environmental Education
Education is a powerful tool to increase
awareness, engage people and stimulate
action. We educate school children,
communities, divers, fishermen, tourists,
resort staff, biologists, and the general
public, in person and online. We also offer
volunteer and internship programs.
Collaboration & Community Outreach
We believe that focusing on local issues
specific to a community, while at the same
time showing why it matters in the bigger
picture, is the most effective way to create
lasting change. We collaborate with affected
industries, communities and governments, as
well as other NGOs and research institutes,
to apply research to practice.

Sea Turtle Rehabilitation
We opened the first veterinary run, fully-equipped
marine turtle rescue centre in the Maldives in February
2017. The ORP Marine Turtle Rescue Centre is located in
Baa Atoll and can accommodate up to 8 turtle patients
at a time. It has a fully-equipped clinic with laboratory,
ultra sound, x-ray and surgical facilities.
Our second facility, a sea turtle rehabilitation centre,
opened in North Malé Atoll in October 2019. Here we
can accommodate up to 2 turtles at a time and typically
treat non-critical turtle patients requiring long-term
rehabilitation without veterinary care.
We treat turtles rescued across the Maldives, the
majority of which are olive ridleys that have been found
entangled in ghost gear and need surgical intervention.
We also see fish hook injuries, plastic ingestion and
debilitation/floating due to unknown reasons.

Meet Our Turtle Patients
Heidi

Adult male olive ridley. Ghost net
victim and double flipper amputee.
Current patient.

Emme
Juvenile loggerhead.
Ghost net victim.
Released after 2 months.

All our turtle patients can be adopted.

Amal
Adult female green turtle.
Ghost net victim.
Released after 6 weeks.

Harry

Adult male hawksbill.
Found floating.
Released after 4 months.

The Ghost Leash Story
The ocean is full of discarded, lost and
abandoned fishing nets. These ghost nets
drift with the ocean currents for years,
killing millions of marine animals,
smothering corals reefs and dirtying
beaches when they wash ashore.
We are working with small fishing
communities to fight this menace by
recovering ghost nets from the sea and
beaches and re-purposing them.
After clearing the ghost nets of marine
animals, we move the recovered ghost
nets to our storage facility – a hut made
of recycled plastic bottles filled with
sand.
One by one, we pick the ghost nets clean
by hand, soak and scrub them. We then
leave them to dry in the sun.

Once the ghost nets are clean and dry,
we separate and twist them into a strong
rope-like material. This makes up the
inside of the Ghost Leash. Each leash is
made up of 81.5 square metres / 880
square feet ghost net.
We then cover the twisted ghost net in a
sleeve made from waste textile. The
sleeves are sewn on low carbon foot
peddle machines in the village. Finally,
we wrap the textile-covered ghost net in
waste thread to add a colourful finish
with various designs.
We ship the finished Ghost Leashes with
no frills, labels or unnecessary packaging
to minimise the shipping carbon
footprint. All profits go back to the
community. Value created out of waste!

Our Community
Just like sea turtles, our supporter base can be found all over the world (except in the Arctic). We use our digital channels to
raise awareness, share updates on our work, and educate the public about sea turtles and the threats they face.
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Our Impact
>1001 stranded turtles
reported and rescued

>10 tons of ghost gear
recovered

>150 turtle patients treated
at the Rescue Centre in the
first 4.5 years of operations

Sustainable circular economy
projects developed from
repurposing ghost gear

83 turtle patients released in
the first 4.5 years of
operations

Invited by the UN Environment
Program to write an impact
report about marine plastics

>5,480 individual turtles
identified in the Indian Ocean

Educated >6K children in 5
countries and enrolled >300
online students

Research published in leading
scientific journals and
publications.

Published sea turtle code of
conduct in multiple languages.

Our Future
Broaden our data collection and fill scientific data gaps in
sea turtle research.
Improve our understanding of sea turtle ecology, such as
how they use different habitats.
Grow our rescue and rehabilitation operations in the
Indian Ocean and beyond.
Widen our collaboration with NGOs, governments,
industry, universities, schools and businesses.
Further develop our educational outreach programs and
online learning platform.
Expand our circular economy projects to new locations in
the Indian Ocean region.
Apply our research to help guide governments and
industry in making informed decisions at the policy level.

Why You Should Support Us
Public interest in the marine environment is growing and healthy oceans play a large role in our future. By joining ORP as a
Corporate Partner, you send a powerful message and demonstrate that your business is genuinely supporting conservation
efforts to your clients, customers and staff. Our partnership also allows you to showcase your dedication to achieving your
Corporate Social Responsibility goals by working to protect one of the oceans most iconic animals.
Your contributions will help us continue our vital
research and conservation efforts, and increase
our public engagement with new audiences.

Corporate Partnerships

Corporate-charity partnerships should bring benefits to both
parties. It is important to everyone at ORP that our partners
share our goals, principles and culture, and resonate with our
supporters.
As every business is different, we do not offer set partnership
programmes. Instead we collaborate with you to form a mutually
beneficial partnership that aligns with your CSR goals and our
mission. Together we will define opportunities for brand
alignment and exposure, focusing on bringing about sustainable
impact and real change.

How You Can Support ORP

Corporate Patron
Corporate Patrons make a huge difference by
helping ORP cover core costs and ensuring
sustainability for long-term projects. We
normally ask for an annual donation in the
region of £2,000, but contact us for further
details.
Project Funding
Sponsor a specific project that aligns with
your CSR goals or interests.
Commercial Supporter
Donate a percentage or a fixed amount of
your sales to ORP.

Payroll Giving
Support your employees' charitable giving with
Payroll Giving. It's easy, convenient and tax efficient
- and a great way to boost staff morale. It also
enhances your business' charitable giving with little
effort and cost to you.
Charity of the Year
Choose ORP as your charity of the year, and we will
work with you to inspire your staff to raise funds that
support sea turtle conservation.
In addition to monthly or annual cash donations,
we also welcome donations of equipment,
products and services.

Benefits To Your Business
In recognition of your support, some of the benefits that
we can offer your business include, but are not limited to:
Recognition on our website and in our
publications.
Use of our logo on your marketing materials,
website or products.
Use of our images & video footage and custom
content creation.
Opportunity for virtual live tours of the Rescue
Centre and meeting the turtle patients.
Naming of a sea turtle in the Maldives or Kenya.
Presentations by ORP at your events in person
or virtually, depending on location.
Naming dedications for structures, equipment,
research expeditions, or turtle patients.

FOURTH ELEMENT

TURTLE SODAS

Fourth Element makes innovative activewear from
regenerated materials. We partnered in 2015 and they
support our fund raising events as well as design and
produce our range of limited edition clothing.

Turtle Sodas makes naturally sweetened, lightly
sparkling flavoured water in aluminum cans. We
partnered in 2019 and they support us with funds and
help raise awareness about threats to sea turtles.

"The Olive Ridley Project does outstanding work, not
only for sea turtles of the Indian Ocean, but to raise
awareness of marine environmental issues in general,
through education and outreach initiatives. As Fourth
Element is working towards a sustainable future that
respects the environment, we are proud to sponsor ORP
and assist in the great work they do in protecting sea
turtles and their habitats."

"The Olive Ridley Project is a fantastic charity partner
for Turtle Sodas. It was key for me to find a charity
partner where we would see significant impact and be
able to develop a relationship with the team. As a brand
interested in the power of education and awareness in
impacting global environmental policy, the Olive Ridley
Project strikes the perfect balance between direct
impact and broad spectrum change advocacy."

Paul Strike, Director, Fourth Element

Caitlin Egen, Founder, Turtle Sodas

fourthelement.com

turtlesodas.com

Get In Touch With Us

Interested in working with us?

To discuss a corporate partnership package that suits you and your organisation,
please contact us at fundraising@oliveridleyproject.org
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